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Alfalfa is world renown as one of the most important forage crops because of its immense agronomic, nutritive, 
and agroecosystem value. Despite this value, alfalfa acreage is on the decline in many areas around the world. 
Reasons for this decline are many and multi-faceted. This presentation provides an unbiased look at many 
of those reasons and lays out the challenge the industry has before it as alfalfa workers ensure this valuable 
crop keeps pace with changing policies, management regimens, and climate. The presentation will outline 
key opportunities the industry has to reposition, remake, and reimagine alfalfa for the future. Moving forward, 
genetics and management of alfalfa must evolve to anticipate futuristic advancements in technology and a scale 
of agriculture limited by cash flow, carbon and nutrient cycling, and ever-shifting government policies.
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